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February 13, 2020

Chair Lee and members of the House Committee on Judiciary, thank you
for the opportunity to testify in support of House Bill No. 2119, HD 1. This bill
requires that any person who is eligible to vote and applies for a new or renewal
motor vehicle driver license, provisional license, or instruction permit, or a new,
renewal, or duplicate identification card be automatically registered to vote if that
person is not already registered to vote unless the applicant affirmatively declines
to be registered to vote; allows an applicant to affirmatively decline to have any of
the applicant's information electronically transmitted; and authorizes access to
and electronic transmission of databases maintained or operated by the counties
or the department of transportation containing driver license or identification card
information to election officials and the statewide voter registration system.

This bill will increase the opportunities for members of our community to
register to vote, as it requires the applicant to directly address the question of
whether they want to register to vote or to opt out as part of the driver license and
identification card application process.

Additionally, this bill ensures the accuracy of the voter registration rolls by
electronically transmitting voter registration data between the driver license and
identification card database and the statewide voter registration system. The
electronic sharing of data between driver licensing officials and election officials
will help to ensure timely compliance with the National Voter Registration Act and
the Help America Vote Act. 52 USC §21083(a)(5)(B) & 52 USC §20504.
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Finally, as we transition to elections by mail, we would propose the bill be
amended to remove the references to requesting a permanent absentee ballot as
all voters will automatically be sent a ballot to their mailing address associated
with their voter registration.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of House Bill No. 2119,
HD 1.



 
       DAVID Y. IGE 
          GOVERNOR 
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H.B. 2119, H.D. 1  

RELATING TO VOTING 
 

House Committee on Judiciary  
 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) supports H.B. 2119, H.D. 1, with the following 
amendments. 
 
Pursuant to Section 286-172, Hawaii Revised Statutes, the DOT has the authority to 
determine the distribution of the personal information contained in the driver license and 
civil identification statewide traffic records system.  The Federal Drivers Privacy 
Protection Act, 18 U.S.C. §2721, prohibits the release and use of data to any 
government agency except when used to carry out its function.  Similarly,  
Section 92F-19, Hawaii Revised Statutes, limits the disclosure of government records to 
any other agency unless it is necessary for the performance of the requesting agency’s 
duties and functions.  Therefore, we do not support giving the chief election officer full 
access to the driver license and State ID file as proposed on Page 3, in SECTION 1 (d) 
of the bill.  This will result in a direct conflict with Federal and existing State laws.  We 
propose SECTION 1(d) be amended as follows:  
 
13  (d) Databases maintained or operated by the counties or  
14  the department of transportation containing driver’s license or  
15  identification card information, including any documents or  
16  images, shall be directly accessible and provided electronically  
17  to election officials and the statewide voter registration  
18  system to allow for the timely processing of voter applications,  
19  ensure the integrity of the voter registration polls, and for  
20  any other voter registration or election purposes, as determined  
21  by the [chief election officer]director of transportation.   

 
A Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between the Department of Transportation and 
Office of Elections was signed by both parties in August 2017.   
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Further, should there be a need to modify the voter registration form and computer 
systems.  The counties, DOT and the Office of Elections will continue to work 
collaboratively as they have already demonstrated with the current application forms 
and MOA to ensure the driver’s license and civil identification card application forms 
reflect all future State or Federal legislated requirements.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.    









 

Hawaii State House of Representative Committee on Judiciary                                                                                                           

Hearing Date/Time: Thursday February 13, 2020 2:05PM                                                                                                                   

Place: Hawaii State Capitol, Room 325                                                                                                                       

Re: Testimony in SUPPORT of H.B. 2119 HD1 

Dear Chair Lee, Vice Chair San Buenaventura, and Members of the Committee,  

Members of AAUW of Hawaii are grateful for this opportunity to testify in support of 

H.B. 2119 HD1, which would automatically register any person who is eligible to vote and 

applies for state issued license/ID.    

Automatic Voter Registration would make our voter registration system more accurate, 

secure, and cost-effective.  Sixteen states and Washington DC already have AVR law; 

twelve states and Washington DC have already implemented AVR.1 

The American Association of University Women (AAUW) of Hawaii is a state-wide 

organization made up of six branches (Hilo, Honolulu, Kauai, Kona, Maui, and Windward 

Oahu) and includes just over 650 active members with over 3800 supporters statewide.   

As advocates for gender equity, AAUW of Hawaii promotes the economic, social, and 

physical well-being of all persons.  

Please pass this important bill to modernize our voting system.  Mahalo. 

 

Younghee Overly 

Public Policy Chair, AAUW of Hawaii 

publicpolicy-hi@aauw.net 

 

                                                           
1 https://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/automatic-voter-registration.aspx 
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 HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 

 February 13, 2020 2:00 PM Room 325 

In SUPPORT of HB2119 HD1: Relating to Voting 

____________________________________________________________ 

 
Aloha Chair Lee, Vice Chair San Buenaventura, and members of the committee, 

On behalf of our 20,000 members and supporters, the Sierra Club of Hawai‘i supports HB2119,               
which makes completion of a voter registration application affidavit a mandatory part of all              
driver's license and identification card applications, automatically registers each applicant for           
voting, and requires sharing of information among the counties, Department of Transportation,            
and election personnel. 

The Sierra Club of Hawaiʻi is committed to ensuring a fair, open, and transparent democratic 
process. We encourage our members and supporters to actively protect their right to vote, have 
their voices heard in government, and engage in the legislative process. Automatic voter 
registration would make these efforts just that much easier for many Hawai‘i residents. By 
making registration automatic whenever someone gets a driver’s license or updates their 
address at the DMV, voters are more likely to be engaged and ready to participate in our 
electoral process. We welcome that—and so should our lawmakers. 
 
Automatic voter registration is the logical next step in modernizing our elections by eliminating 
needless paperwork. It has been estimated that paper registration costs 30 times more than 
AVR. The possibility of human error in transcribing voter information from paper forms will be 
reduced and the state could save the nearly $600,000 it spent in 2016 alone in processing 
paper forms. Furthermore, Hawai‘i has had the lowest voter turnout in the U.S. for the last 
twenty years. AVR will not only simplify the process to register to vote, but is likely to save us 
money and result in increased turnout on Election Day.  
 
Automatic voter registration has already been approved in 17 other states and is a common 
sense solution for Hawai‘i. AVR will strengthen our democracy, increase the security of our 
elections, and is simply the most cost effective, efficient, and modern system available.  
 
Thank you very much for this opportunity to provide testimony in support of HB2119 HD1. 
 
  

 

mg SIERRA CLUBk OF HAWAl‘l





 

Zonta International is a leading global organization of professionals empowering women worldwide 

through service and advocacy. Zonta International envisions a world in which women's rights are 

recognized as human rights and every woman is able to achieve her full potential. In such a world, 

women have access to all resources and are represented in decision making positions on an equal basis 

with men. Our membership includes both current and former small business owners in Hilo 
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Date: February 12, 2020 
 
To:  Representative Chris Lee, Chair 
 Representative Joy A. San Buenaventura, Vice Chair 
 Members of the Judiciary Committee 
 
Re: Support for HB 2119, Relating to Voting 
 
Hrg:  February 13, 2020 at 2:05 PM at Conference Room 325 
 

 
The HawaiÔi Public Health Institutei is in Support of HB 2119, which 
would automatically register any person who is eligible to vote by 
default when they apply for a state driverÕs license or state ID. 
 
This measure, also known as Automatic Voter Registration (AVR), will 
help to modernize HawaiiÕs elections process and complement the new 
ÒVote by MailÓ law. With AVR, the information of eligible voters that do 
not opt out are transferred electronically and automatically from the 
Department of Motor Vehicles to the State Office of Elections. This 
system is efficient, saves money, and keeps the voter rolls up to date. 
 
HIPHI supports increasing civic engagement and believes AVR will 
reduce barriers to participation in the democratic process. Thank you 
for the opportunity to provide testimony.   
 
Mahalo, 

 
Jessica Yamauchi, MA 
Executive Director  

"!HawaiÔi Public Health Institute is a hub for building healthy communities, providing issue-
based advocacy, education, and technical assistance through partnerships with government, 
academia, foundations, business, and community-based organizations. 
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REGISTERED    VOTER 
YEAR                      VOTERS TURNOUT TURNOUT % 
 

1959 174274 147078 84.4% 

1960 190504 139049 73.0% 

1962 212861 172401 81.0% 

1968 265253 166271 62.7% 

1970 282470 202401 71.7% 

1976 353249 251457 71.2% 

1998 582558 291069 50.0% 

2000 629162 262487 41.7% 

2008 667647 246299 36.9% 

2010 684481 293016 42.8% 

2012 687500 290766 42.3% 

2014 697033 289398 41.5% 

2016 726,940 252,725 34.8% 

 
  
 Community Alliance on Prisons is a steadfast proponent of democracy and this bill 
will definitely help engage more citizens! We respectfully urge the committee to pass this 
important measure onto FIN. 
 
 Mahalo for this opportunity to testify.  
 
 
 

"Not voting is not a protest. It is a surrender." 
Keith Ellison 
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Piilani Kaopuiki League of Women 
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HAWAII GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION
AFSCME Local 152, AFL-CIO

RANDY PERREIRA, ExecutiveDirector • Tel: 808.543.0011 • Fax: 808.528.0922

The Thirtieth Legislature,Stateof Hawaii
Houseof Representatives
Committeeon Judiciary

Testimonyby
Hawaii GovernmentEmployeesAssociation

February13, 2020

H.B. 2119, H.D. 1-RELATING TO VOTING

The Hawaii GovernmentEmployeesAssociation,AFSCME Local 152, AFL-CIO
supportsthe purposeand intent of H.B. 2119, H.D. 1 which requiresthat any
personwho is eligible to vote and applies for a new or renewal motor vehicle
driver’s license, provisional license, instruction permit, or identification card be
automaticallyregisteredto vote if that personis not alreadyregisteredto vote.

The right to vote is the foundationof our democracyand essentialto protectall
other rights, therefore we must ensure that the voting process is easy to
understandand participatein. Given Hawaii’s infamously low voter turn out, the
Legislaturehas taken appropriatestepsto make it easierfor residentsto vote,
which include implementingonline voter registration in 2015, phasing in same-
day registration in 2016, and establishingan all-mail election in 2019. The next
logical stepto improve and increaseaccessto voting is to implementautomatic
voter registration,as many otherstateshavedone. Automaticvoter registration
reducesthe time and effort it takesto register,ensurescurrentaddressesareon
file, and reducesthe overall coststo the state.

Thankyou for the opportunityto testify in supportof H.B. 2119, H.D. 1.

Respectfullysubmitted,

Perreira
7’ ExecutiveDirector

AF SCM E
lOCAL 152, AFL-CIO

888 MILILANI STREET, SUITE 401 HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813-2991
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Bronsten Kossow Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  





TO:  HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY
RE:  HB2119,HD1 RELATING TO VOTING.!
Requires that any person who is eligible to vote and applies for a new or 
renewal motor vehicle driver's license, provisional license, or instruction 
permit, or a new, renewal, or duplicate identiÞcation card be automatically 
registered to vote if that person is not already registered to vote unless the 
applicant afÞrmatively declines to be registered to vote." Allows an 
applicant to afÞrmatively decline to have any of the applicant's information 
electronically transmitted." Authorizes access to and electronic 
transmission of databases maintained or operated by the counties or the 
department of transportation containing driver's license or identiÞcation 
card information to election ofÞcials and the statewide voter registration 
system." Effective 7/1/2050." (HD1)

FOR HEARING ON Thursday, February 13, 2020 

FROM:  
Kenneth R. Conklin, Ph.D.
46-255 Kahuhipa St. Apt. 1205
Kane'ohe, HI, 96744
Tel. 808.247.7942

TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION

This bill makes it automatic that anyone who applies for a driver license will 
thereby be registered to vote, unless they intentionally refuse to be 
registered.

Before you move this bill forward, please carefully consider whether it will 
allow people who are not citizens of the United States to easily become 
voters, either deliberately or negligently. 

Does the driver license application form require a person to prove U.S. 
citizenship either through a birth certiÞcate or a naturalization document?  
(A "green card" does not conÞrm citizenship and actually implies non-
citizenship.)

Conklin testimony HB2119,HD1  Hse JUD 021320 Page !  of !1 2



If the driver license application form does not require proof of U.S. 
citizenship, does it at least have an afÞdavit requiring applicant to afÞrm 
having U.S. citizenship and a very visible WARNING that the afÞrmation is 
under penalty of perjury?  Or is there merely a checkbox where an applicant 
in a rush, and perhaps not speaking good English, simply checks the box 
much like many of us check those boxes on internet websites saying yes we 
have read all 20 pages of legal mumbo jumbo.

News reports from other states (such as California) that provide automatic 
voter registration through driver license applications indicate that many non-
citizens are becoming registered as voters through this mechanism, and are 
actually voting.  The concept is that it's good government policy to 
encourage all drivers to actually have a driver license for purposes of 
insurance and identiÞcation, whether they are citizens or not. In previous 
years there were efforts to allow the Mexican government identiÞcation 
document to be used when applying for driver licenses -- Matr’cula Consular 
de Alta Seguridad is an identiÞcation card issued by the Government of 
Mexico through its consulate ofÞces to Mexican nationals residing outside of 
Mexico. 
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HB-2119-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2020 7:33:32 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mike Golojuch Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support HB2119.  The more individuals we can have registered the better it is for our 
democracy. 

Please pass HB2119. 

Mike Golojuch, Sr. 

 







TO: Members of the Committee on Transportation 
 
FROM: Natalie Iwasa 
 808-395-3233 
 
HEARING: 2:05 p.m. Thursday, February 13, 2020 
 
SUBJECT: HB 2119, HD1 Automatic Voter Registration – OPPOSED to Opt Out 
        SUPPORT Opt In 
 
 
Aloha Chair and Committee Members, 
 
Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to provide testimony on 
HB2119, which would automatically register people to vote when 
renewing driver’s licenses or certain other documents unless they opt 
out. 
 
Some people will not vote no matter what we do.  They simply do not 
want to vote.  Now that we have mail-in ballots, it doesn’t make sense to 
be sending ballots to people who will not be voting. 
 
I would support this bill if it were opt-in.  
 
Please either amend the bill to make it opt in or vote “no” on HB 2119, 
HD1. 



HB-2119-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2020 10:30:38 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Debra Rosenthal  Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Dear Committee Members, 

I am Debra Rosenthal, and I write in support Automatic Voter Registration. 

I taught University-level American Government courses for 35 years.  I'm dedicated to 
good citizenship.  Hawaii's voter registration system is good but I'm sorry to say not 
good enough.  When I updated my driver license, I brought my voter registration form to 
the Motor Vehicles Department.  I failed to notice that I hadn't signed the form, and the 
clerk didn't look at the form at all.  It was two months before the Elections office let me 
know that I'd have to resubmit my registration request.  Anyone can make this kind of 
error--not to mention misspellings, illegible handwriting, etc.  

Please make it easy to get this right--support the AVR proposal, HB 2119.  I regret that I 
can't testify in person, but am happy to elaborate or help however I can to get our voting 
system modernized. 

Thank you, 

Debra Rosenthal, Ph.D. 

 



HB-2119-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2020 10:50:23 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Edward B Hanel Jr Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Concur with CommonCause Hawaii comments.  
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HB-2119-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 5:21:35 AM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Barbara Best Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

HB2119, HD1 is cost-effective, more accurate & secure plus promotes a more inclusive 
society. 

(I live on Maui & can't testify in person.) 

Mahalo 

 



HB-2119-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 7:30:00 AM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Randy Ching Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Lee, Vice Chair San Buenaventura, and members of the committee, 

I strongly support HB2119 HD1.  AVR will help the Office of Elections and county clerks 
to have accurate addresses of voters, making our vote by mail system work effectively. 

The cost to the State will be minimal as the data transferral system from transportation 
department to office of elections is already in place.  Both sides' software are synced 
up. 

Please pass HB2119 HD1.  Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Randy Ching 

Honolulu 

 





Please move HB2119 forward so that all of Hawaii will be better positioned to participate 
in our elections. Mahalo nui.  Dawn Morais Webster 

  

  

 



HB-2119-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 12:20:59 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Caroline Cech Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support the enactment of Automatic Voter Registration. This is because the ability to 
vote on issues and policies that impact everyone is vital to a healthy democracy. 
Without AVR, people with busy jobs, children to care for, and other obligations are kept 
from the voting pool. This is injustice. AVR will make it possible for people to be 
automatically registered to vote by simply getting their driver's license. This will 
drastically increase voter turnout and in turn reflect laws and policies that are what the 
people want. Voter turnout in Hawaii needs to increase, and the easiest way to do that 
is with AVR. 

Please move this bill forward so that all of Hawaii will have a fair chance to participate in 
elections and make their voices heard. 

 





(1) https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/how-oregon-increased-voter-turnout-more-
than-any-other-state/ 
(2) https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/automatic-voter-
registration-summary 

 

https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/how-oregon-increased-voter-turnout-more-than-any-other-state/
https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/how-oregon-increased-voter-turnout-more-than-any-other-state/
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/automatic-voter-registration-summary
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/automatic-voter-registration-summary


HB-2119-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 2:06:09 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Susan Dursin Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am asking for  your support of HB2119, HD1, which would permit automatic voter 
registration of Hawaii  residents applying for a driver's license or a Hawaii ID card.  

This is an important bill. Over the years I've participated in many voter registration 
drives and am always suprised at how many times a person believes they were 
automatically registered when they got their driver's license or ID card, then discovered 
they were not registered at all. I think that employees at the Driver's License Bureau are 
so busy they do not always point out  that unless appliicants check the right box they 
will not be registered.  

Moreover, the electronic transmission of voter registration data between the Driver's 
License Bureau and the Office of Elections ensures up-to-date information. In an 
technological age, it is not reasonable to argue against electronic transmission. 

The Department of Transportation's argument that they cannot send the data because 
federal law prohibits doing so just doesn;t make sense. The Office of Elections needs 
such information to do their job effectively. 

Thank you for taking my testimony. Please vote yes on HB2119. 

Susan Dursin,  Captain Cok 
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HB-2119-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 3:44:21 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Keith Richmond Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Voter participation is the key to our democracy. Low voter participation undermines the 
legitimacy of our elected officials and the entire system of government. AVR is highly 
important is making voting convenient and a normative activity. If everyone a person 
meets in society is registered and votes the more likely they are to vote themselves. 
Furthermore, this would begin young voters off on the right foot by registering them 
when they get their first drivers licence. Habits form at a young age and voting is a 
terrific one to encourage! 

Registering voters automatically when they renew their licenses or IDs is a low cost 
method also. Registering them separately is a redundant collection of their information. 
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HB-2119-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 5:32:35 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Martha Nakajima Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support this bill which will modernize the electoral system in a cost-effective 
and secure manner. It will help implement the vote by mail procedure. I associate with 
the views of Common Cause.  Thank you 

Martha Nakajima, Honolulu 

member, Indivisible Hawaii 
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